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This is NeolL 19 from the pasement of Ruth Berman, 5620 Edgewater
Bouleveard, Minneapolis 17, Minnescta. October, 1961, bimonthly.
One gets it by trading (all for all), writing (once every two
igsues, more OT less), subscribing (2/25¢), or by being stuck on
the meiling=-1list.

CovVer.. . aon> Ces e ereeensnl
by Eleanor arnason

Editroolings. ...« <+ PR -

Giants in Those Days......--: 5
by Redd Bogsgs

Glances Over the Pond......-11
vy Felice Rolfe

Clay Tablets.....o.ee--: coeeeld
by Divers Persons

EDITROOLINGS

COREECTIONS DEP.RTMENT: It was Wally iieber, not Wally Gon-
ser who jntroduced Harlan Ell1isOn (cf. Elinor Busby's letter),
and Barbi Johnson @ade paintings for The Enchanted Forest, not
The Enchanted Journey. «nyone nave an eidetic memory for sale?

4 KLUG 2U COLUMBUS'N: I got up this cloudy Columbus Day
morning at 8:3%0, planning to go dowh to get a 1ittle to eat,

and then come back up and spend the morning studying. On the
way down, I spotted & puzzle dumped out on the floor. That was
the end of my virtuous plans, because puzzles are my own special
opliate. is. 1 crouched there, hunging pieces, half hour after
half hour went by. Why half hours? DBecause my little brother
had the television Oon in the room across the hall, and I heard

a loathsome gset of quiz programs all morning long. '

ordinarily, I wculdn't care much. 1 can shut out mcot of
the blatherings of the idiot pox——especially with an vncompletec
puzzle sneering at me. ‘However, there was one blt which oid
manage toO get my attention. I do r>t know the program's name ,
put it was unceremoniously mastered by Hugh Downs . Downs intro-
duced, with appropriate awe for the academic mind, three young
ladies from college. These three sweet jnpocents had finre in
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common than just being in college: each was the president of a
sorority. "aAn academic sorority?" inquired Downs politely. Oh
no, a social sorbréty. Downs asked the first one what some of
her sopority's special activities. M"Well," she said sweetly,
wghere's the TGIF Club."

wvhet is that?" said Downs.
wThe Thank Goodness It's Friday Club."
Oh really?

-hgain, ordinarily, I wouldn't much mind. T#levision seems
to atone for its sex, sadism, and stupidity by censoring the fine
points. The difference here was that this child seemed to mean
i1. She sounded as if she and her friends raally did spell out
#PGIF* as "Thank Goodness it ts Friday." Reverence for the name
of God is not the same as being coy.

St111, it is nice to have a holiday. I can spend the whole
afternoon doing nothing at all, outside of studying, writing,
mimeoing, and memorizing lines. In the evening I must g0 to a
rehearsal of QOzma of Oz. I am, of course, an Oz-Bcum fan, and
I was quite excited when I read in the September 24 lirnasapolis
sunday Tritbune that Theater St. Paul was holding tyyouwte I9r
Ozma. 1 wenbt over with my little sister, Jeannie, rot recily
expecting to get a part. But the following dsdreatay w2 phone
rang, and - my father answered 1t because Jeannie &nc T warn out,
and my father told Theater St. Paul we'd call back, &aud When we
celled back they werse out to dinner, and at 8:00 they = led us
back. Jeannie'ahd‘l'had~both gotten parts! Jeennie is rrincess
Evanna, a small speaking part, put I ain TikTok...and i & loudly
pleased at having the third largest part and &t ihne fact that
the play opens on a bare stage with me in the middle of 1t.

ah Egoboo!-

Felice EKolfe hes an addendum to her reviews: "Math 300k
Can Be Funny Department . Rainfille, Elementary Dif{ercntial
Equations, second edition, D. o7g: YIf X = Xo is @ singular
point but is not a regular singular point, tgen it is called an
irregular singular point.' That's what I 1ike, & good, clear,
concise astatement of the obvious..."

r

and, in the éame department, I always liked Ball's choice
of words in Mathematical Recreations, when he mentioned "jatson's
Theorem" and added, "the proof is by no means elementary."”
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(OIaNTS in Thosz DAYS

by Redd Boggs
PRIFACE

I'm not sure that the history of fandom in Minnesota needs
to be written. Certainly fandom has never developed characteris-
tic identities circumscribed by state boundaries, and even re-
gionalism has been largely lacking, despite the formation of the
Southern Fandom Group and early attempts to organize the National
. Fantasy Fan Federation along regional lines. It is convenient,
however, to consider fandom in Minnesota as an entity in itself.
Such a segment is small enough to cover in relatively brief space,
. and.large enough to cortain a great number of interesting people
whose achievements are worth chronicling.

#hile Minnesota has never been the home of teeming fan groups
such as those in California, for example, Minnesota fans have
played prominent, if not leading, roles in the Immortal Storm
since the mid-1930s, and some of the top fanzines have becn pub-
1ished here. llinnesota authors, many of them former fans, have
contributed more than their share to the body of science fiction
literature. «bove all, the science .fiction personalities in
Minnesota have usually been unusually fascinating people—"al-
together lovely, but slitely wacky," as Jack Speer expressad it
in the original Fancyclopedia=—and it would be a shame if they
were forgotten. '

Most of them are gone now: gone from the state itself, and
gone from fandom. This article is an attempt to tell & little
about the fun they had long ago, when they wers still fans, back
in the state of Minnesota. :

age of the Letterhacks

There was at least one science fiction fan in llinn:sotz cven
before the founding of the first science fiction magazine, anazing
Stories, in 1926. {#e can state this with some assurence on the
"basis of black-and-white evidence, for in the June 1935 #onder
Stories Edward R. Manthey of Minneapolis stated that he had been
a science fiction reader evar since tha days of the Blectrical
Ezgerimenter and Ralph 124C41£ (i.e., 1911 or thereaboutss. Man-
they is the first Minnesota fan your Gibbon knows about, though
Manthey's only fannish sctivity consisted of writing & couple
letters to wonder. With his sacond letter, September 1935, Man-
they was encouraged, in an editerial note, to become & regular
letterhack of the likes of Don a. Wollheim, but wppursntly he
‘never wrote again. Both letters written by him were extremely
interesting. ‘ : : :
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Various other Minnesotans must have begun to read science
fiction at least as early &as the first issue of Amazing. John J.
Kelly, dJr, 1493 West 6tir Street, St. paul, asserted in the Sep-
tember 1928 Amazing that he had been "a reader" of Amaging from
the first issue," and Bdward C. Kagnuson, 1206 East 9th Street,
puluth, reported in the January 1931 issue,."I am sixtesn years
old, & Jjunior in high school....I have read Amazing stories since
it was first published and have a complete library of it." 1In
the February 1931 &~stounding Magnuson said that he had read
sstounding from the first issue as well.

There must have been hundreds of other eager neofannish con- .
verts who started back in the 1920s or early '30s, and we can
- name some of them by exploring the early letter columns. Douglass
L. Benson, c09 North Linden Streat, Northfield, wrote (amazing,
July 1938): "I've been following your amazing Stories for the
last two years." 4. 0. Ueland, Halstad, stabted (amazing, July
1930): "Since I first saw your magazine, and it wes one of your
very numbers, I haven't missed an issue." George Eastman, Hib-
bing, had been wg reeder for saveral months," according to amazing
January 1930, while Wwilliam B. Peck, 1220 Powderhorn Terrace,
Minneapolis, declared that he had read smazing "off and on, ever
since that first april issue" (w.mazing, June 1931).

George bBaskin, 2909 Tenth ~venue »outh, Minneapolis, appeared
with a letter in the January 1933 .stounding, giving his age &s
15. In the May 1933 .mazing, he said he had been reading that
magazine "rather sporadically" for five years. Blake Nevins,

169 West Broadway, Winona, was another 15-year-old and "an ardent
reader...for some time" (.mazing, January 1932). Donald Kahl,
260 Selby «wvecnue, St. Pazul, had two letters in the wpril 1931
Astounding, and in the following issue, L. B. Knutson, 629 Third
.wenue ~outh, Minneapolis, asked for correspondents, promising to
answer all letters. Earle S. Troupe, 717 15th «venue S.&., Min-
neapolis, reported in the July 19382 astounding that he had read
the magazine for three years, and in the November 1954 issue re-
quested conies of the magazines containing ths first to 'Skylark"
stories (Incidentally, Troupe is one of the few dawn-age fans
still discoverable in the Twin Cities area, now living at 1102
24th avenue S.E.). Frank J. Peters, 2622 Third Str:et North,
Minneapolis, wrote a very farinish and amusing letter to the July
1934 amazing, but unfortunately gave no information about him-
gself, ana seems not to have appeared again.

T.c relative lack of feminine readers of science fiction in
the early days has often been commented on. apparently the
earliest femfan letter-writer from Minnesota, and one of the few
who ever appeared, wes Ellen Laura Nightingale, 228 South NMain
Street, Fairmont, who asserted in the October 1930 sstounding
that she was "only & mere girl...only ten years old." She had
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started reading the magazine, she said, with the lssue containing
De:t, one uf "Brigindc of the koon' (March 1930).

There were others, including hobert W. and Richard O. Conrud
of Fush City, Clarence Gunther of St Pzul, Truman Tyler of Minnesa
polis, and Fobert Lord of St. Paul. Many of them were fams in the
early senss of the word, carrying on their primitive fanac by
reading at least two (and perhaps all) of the prozines, corres-
ponding with fellow enthusiasts, and collecting back issues.

> Though some of these fans wrote two or threec lstters aplece
+o the proszines, none of them was a true "letterhack"-—the term
had not yet been invented==who wrote regularly to the magazines.
. ®erhaps the only Ninnesotan to gualify even halfway as & letter-
hack was william McCulvy, 1244 Beach Stre:zt, St. Pzul, a four-
teen year old who had letters in sstounding for November 1930,
opril 1931, and lMarch 1932. : ‘ ‘

Not till the mid-1930s did real letterhacking develop among
rinnesota fans, and nearly &ll these letterhacks later became
*ans in a more modern sense, playing active roles in organized
fandom. First of the great Minnesota letterhacks to appear weas
Oliver Saari, 1342 First Street S.BE., Fochester, whose letter in
one.zing, November 1934, was probably his initial effort. He soon
Followed it up with letters in wmazing for Februory, ..pril, Way,
cnd wugust 1935, and February 19%6. By the time he wrote the
last-mentioned letter he was residing in Minneapolis &t 1712 Eust
s4th Street. He also wrote some letters to wonder, and numerous
letters to «stounding, including two published in a sirgls issue,
Movember 1936.

Born in Finland, Saari came to the United States ir 1927 at
+he age of nine, and first besgan to read science fiction two
years later, in the summer of 1929. One of Minnesota's first
trufans, he also became one of her first science ficticn writers
when in 1937 he sold three stories 1o the Tremaine estounding:
nStellar Exodus," "Two Szne Men," and "Ths Time Sender.' Luring
the next few years he sold stories to Captain Futnre, Suner Scie
snce Stories, Future Fiction, and other magazines. During the
1950s he made a comeback, and sold to Campbell and elsewhare,
but has disappeared again in recent years. « graduate in me-
chanical engineering from the University of iinnesota, he livad
at last report in Chicago. :

The first fan letters of Douglas Blakely, another fanous
Minnesota trufan, beguan to appear late in 1935. The October
and December issues of wstounding published letters in which .he
revealed that hs was 14 years old and wger for corraspondents.
In a later letter (Larch 1936) he reported that he had been read- -
ing science fiction abdut two and & half years. His addrass &t |
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first was 4615 Edina Boulevard, Minneapolis, later 2800 Irving
«venue South. During those years he was still a Jjunior high and
high school student, and in the December 1936 mazing Dr Sloane
roguishly scolded him for being a "naughty schoolboy" befause he
confessed that he read sf magazines at school behind an open
notebook. Most of Blakely's later fan activity was on a purely
local scale, but he became famous among Minneapolis fans as an
impromptu entertainer and as an actor in the numerous skits
_recorded by the fan group. He also played alto sax in various
orchestras around the Twin Cities. His only professional writing
was with "The Time Bender," which wus largely Blakely's work but
was given a rewrite and final script by Saari and piablished under
. the latter's byline.

The same nmazing (December 1936) in which ©lakely was chided
by Dr Sl~ane also contained a letter from John Chupman, another.
of the fawous Minnesota fans who were beginning to smerge. He
had opened his letterhack careet in the June 1955 nstounding (an
issue which also contained a Saari letter), but at that tims was
living in Kinot, North Dakotz. By the time of his next letters
{astounding, February anu april 1936) he had moved to Minnea-
polis, and was living at 500 15th wvenue S.E. In 19a&7 he lived
at 1521 Como ..vevme S.E., which became & famous address to Min-
neapolis fans over the next half-decade.

Born in North Dakota, Chapman became & fan of Nick Carter
at an early age, and attempted to write sequels to the stories in
megazines, in which he put his hero through more and more dan-
gerous scrapes than his creator ever imegined. When Chapman
discovered science fiction, he started writing voluminously in
thet field, and finally sold guite a number of stories. Nine
stories from his mill appeared in the early 1940s, and he sold
othe ¢ during the boom of the '50s. Like Blakely, Chupman Was
musician of sorts, and played a "pattered clarinet."™ He also
collected a large record library that was famous among Minnea-

polis fans.

jo

In April 1937 /irden E. Benson, 4011 Emerson avenue North,
Minnecpolis had a jetter in .stounding and at the same time
joined the Science Fiction League; another famous Minnesota fan
had made his bow. Benson, whose nickname was Buns, spelled that
way but pronounced Bunce, had begun to read science fiction in
1934, and like most fans of the day carefully built up & compre-
hensive collection of the magazines published before he became
acquainted with the field. He was once called "the tellest man
in science fiction" and "perhaps the most amicble during his
amieble moments." Like other local fans he became an engineer-
ing student at the University and owned a record collaction—his
consisted largely of old-time records—in the days bofnra this
wes a common possession.
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.n interesting letter appeared in astounding, June 1938.
Signed jointly by Oliver Saari and arden Benson, it begins,"Being
the only science fiction fans in the city of Minneapolis (fer as
Wwe know)..." and ends, "iWe should like to get in touch with other
scicnce fiction fans living in the Twin Cities. We hate to think
that we may be the only two of that select society in these
parts. So let's hear from you, fans!" This was a year &after a
disastrous attempt to form a SFL chapter in Minneapolis—an epi=~
sode described later in this history——but it 1is not clear where
the other local fans had disappeared to. apparently some of them,
" were still on the scene, for in the very noxt Astounding letters
from both John Chapman and David L. Dobls of Minneapolis appeared.
nugust 1938 was the month I moved to Minneapolis from Fargo,

North Dakota.

Dobbs, who lived-at 2309 Cole avenue 3.E., letterhackzd in
Astounding during 1939 and 1940, and had had a letter published
as early as Bctober 1936. He had begun reading science fiction
in May 1934, according 1o one of his letters, but he seems not to
have taken a very active part in organized fandom in the Twin
Cities. : :

Meanwhile another letterhack appeared briefly from Duluth:
Tony Strother, 5020 Dodge Street, who had letters in three suc-
cessive astoundings: October, November, Docember 1998. He wanted
Lo hear from fellow fans "preferably in Duluth or the Twin Ci-
ties, " but apparently he never visited any Twin Citics fans nor
srganized a sf club in Duluth. G. B.—who wzs probably George
Tastman, referred to above——o0f Hibbing appeared in the Uescemoer
1939 sstounding, mentioning that he was 31 years old znG had
bezn "a reader off and on for several years."

Folbowing G.E.'s letter to fih the Deceumber 1939 sstounding
were two other letters of interest to this history. The Iirst
was written by Charles W. Jarvis, 2097 Inglehnrt .verus, St Faul,
who had become one of the most prolific and talked-ubout letter-
hacks in "Brass Tacks¥# since his first lettar, april 1939, Jar-
vis dabbled briefly in fandom-—he mentioned receiving news about
"Gray Lensman" from the fan magazines in a letter published
October 1939-—and he attended a number of meetings of the lMinnea-
polis Fantasy Society before entering the service cruring the war.
Now a doctor in St Faul and one of the few old-time fans residing
in this area, Jarvis told me in March 1961 that he gave up read-
ing sf years ago-~largely beccause of Campbell's espousal of Dia-
netics, apparantly-—though he bought Galaxy during its early
days. Professional reading consumed most of his time at present,
he said, but he mentioned some of the cld sf "classics"™ such as
"Triplanetary" and various stories by Clifford D. Simak with
great nostalgia. '
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The other letter of interest in the December 1939 astounding
was written by Bill N. Campbell, 1015 West 32d Street, Minnea-
polis, who mentioned reading science fiction nfor several years
as a silent fan." Like Jervis, Campbell attended some fan meet-
ings, but never stayed around o play a very active role in fan
affairs.

Despite the increasing activity on the part of Minneapolis
fans as the 1930s drew to a close, it remained for & fan on the
* eastern side of the Twin Cities, in the suburb of North St Paul,
to publish the first fanzine in Minnesota and thus become well
known to leading fans around the country. He was Morris Scott
Dollens, who ad begun letterhacking with the Fabruary 1936

* apstounding o revealing in his letter that he 1iked to color the

interior illustirations of science fiction prozines using a 10€
box of water colors. His artistic talents were given & more pub-
lic display when he published, that same year, a halfsize hekto-
graphed fanzine titled Science Fiction Collector, the first issue
dated May 1036.(5am Moskowitz ' The Immortal Storm, pP 71-2 of the
hardcover cdition, describes the history of this fanzine. See
also the chocklist of Minnesota fanzines 10 be published as the
final part °of “the present article.). after publishing 13 monthly
jssues of tic Collector, Dollens turned the magazine over to

John V. Baltadoals of Fhiladelphia and disappeared from the fan
scene till early in 1941, as will be described in a later chapter.

To Be Continued

jester in hiding
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GL4ANCTS OVER THE POND
by Felice Rolfe

Since New wWorlds has been running a threc-part serial in
its last thre: 1lssues, we'll look at threc issues of NN and only
one of Science Fantasy this time. There 1is also another mag on
hand-——Science Fiction .dvanturcs-——and I will discuss it briefly.

¥

First the serial, "Fut Down This ®Barth," oy John Brunner: the
packground i8 a Malthusian nightmers; world population has reached
such a size and created such problems that national governments
"huavé turned their powers OV:r to the U.N., and you cun imu,ine

how bad that would have to be. into this situation, drops a arug
called "happy dreams," apparentiy out of nowhere, which literally
divorces its addicts from reality. DNaturally enough, the U.N.
Narcotics wgency is trying to trace down the supplicrs of the .-
drug. The details of the plot, centuring about the Narcotics
.gent, are rather shallow, and the ending 1is definitely weak. I
was reminded of the Christmas-wrapping clerk who tuzpes all the
loose ends of ribbon out of sight bencath a symmetrical, ready-
made bow. Nevertheless, the story is enjoyuble because of the
picture it gives of an overcrowded world, a picture which is
presented with considerable skill in detail.

Other stories in NW #107: "Morpheus," by Robert Heoiins;
n Jackpot," by E.C. Tubb; "Mentrap,” DYy Kathleen James; and "De-
lete the Variable," by Jack Heath. This last descrves Sone com=
ment. It is anothsr of these herg now thinkKin' machincs that
gets jntelligent and turns on its creator. It scems 1o me that
the malevolent mechenical brein plot should be used for Grads 4
movies only. Nowadays, when evely big corporation (even goneral
Foods) is installing one or more of the really large computers,
and every two-bit electronics firm has its own "computing cen=-
ter," anthropomorphization of a collesction of tepe mechines,
transistors, and other inert components 1is a little absurd.

In NW #108: "Trinity," by David Kome; "The Overlocded Man, "
by J.G. Ballard, a delicate horror story; "Junior Partnar," by

».D. Stewart; and WThe Trouble with Honey," by John Rackham.

Both #107 and #108 are average, worth the price of the zing,
certainly, but with nothing that makes you stop and think for -a
few minutes before turning the page. NW. #109 does much better.
The lead novelectte, Rackham's "Goodbye, Doctor Gabriel ," con-
cerns the creation of & synthetic man, as told from his point
of view. To me, the plot in a story like this is irrelevant; 1
could almost enjoy it more if it were told in the form of a tech
report, which is a good thing, bedause this plot is minor, and
he do get a 1ittle schmaltzy at the end.
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Silverberg's "Company Store" is probably the most techni-
cally competent piece in all three issues. The bit is that the
advance agent for Planetary Colonizations, Inc., who has Jjust
janded on a wild planst, finds (a) that he's being menaced b, &
salesman-type robot which absolutely must make a sale, and (b)
that the Company 1is about as benevolent as Sauron the Dark Lord.
He uses (a) to defeat (b) in as neat a problem-solution as Itve
ever seen. #109 also contains Mike Davies' "The Ship of Heaven."

science Fantasy #48: The lead story, "The inalysts," 1s by
John Brunnsr. The protagonist is a "visualizer"; given a set of
plans or a model of a building, he can visualize the actual build-
ing so well that he 1is aware of doorknobs that are an inch 100
high, uncomfortable drafts from badly placed windows, and sO on.
In this case, the visualizer is inspecting the model of & pro-
posed building and discovers that all the subtle direction-fndica-
ting characteristics of the building point in a dirsction which
is not normal. ‘The plot then unfolds naturally in the search to
find out Jjust what is wrong. Brunner seems to have the kneck of
creating a person (or substance, such as "happlr ¢reams”) with
peculiar properties, and these properties seen to make the story
self-directing. Because of this knack, Brunner's tales are read-
able even when they're weak on plot or characterization-—which
WThe Lnajysts" 18 not.

Other stories were: »Mr. F. Is Mr. F.," by J.G. Ballard;
ngacrificial," by Lee Harding; "The Food @oes in the Top," by
Will Worthington; and "Parky," by David Rome.

science Fiction .dventures: this js new to me. Vol. 4 #21
conteains Jjust two novelettes, "4 Trek to Na-ibiza," by Will .am
F. Temple, and "o Longer #lone," by John ashcroft. In marny
ways, "Trek" reminds me of Alice in Wonderland. It, 100, iz a
collection of strange creatures such as the Melas tree, which
reproduces by taking the images of its future states from +he
humanoid mind and making them present realities, or the Tehrans,
who must take their existencs from other minds because they do
not believe in thems21lves. 1f othsr issues of ST4L are as good
as this one is, I recommend it highly.

I've been getting these mags from J. Ben Stark, who is a
Little lMan, a chemist by trade, and a bookdealer by hobby. 1
mention this because he carries a good bit of British stuff, and
he generally gives about a 20% discount. 1t is so in this case.
He has subs available at reduced prices: N/, 12 issues for $5.00;
SF and SF4, 6 issues for §2.50. He has back 1ssues, too, and
jots of other sf. His address 1is 113 ardmore Road, Berkelgy 8,
California.
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CLaY TABLETS

from B&4RBI JOHLNSON, September 18, 1961
7546 Falrnum avenue, Cleveland 30, Ohio

The author of "The Fachanted Forest" 1s #illiam Bowen. My
copy was put out by Maciilaan, copyright 1920, printed 1939.
It's my favorite children‘s book. 1t's actually a series of short
stories with the same characters. [I wasn't able to find a copy
of it here, but I did come across another book by Bowen, Ihe 0ld
Tobacco Shop. This is a story about a boy Wwho goes traveling
With a set of unusual companions in search of the Island of
correction. The story 1s rather nixed: narts of it are excel-
lent, but it is the only "1t was Just a drcam" story I've ever
-sad where the story 1is geally like a dream-—1B]

£

from JUaNITA COULSON, csptember 23, 1961
Route 3, wabash, Indiana

actually, the reason for this missive 1is guite simple. Buck
will never comment—review, maybe, but not comment—because of
his Thing sbout Con Reports. I 4o not have the same phobla and
I wish to get in my bid right now to say you write vastly enjoy-
able con reports...no mabier what the 'But what really happened?!
clods may say. Falr warning, yon sound & great deul as I used to
writing con reports. Oh ves, my dreadful secret...l dig ..and
quite a severwsl of the things...evVu: & few for EISFa YuKDRO
back in the dear deed days. «h my Jost you th and all that
nostalgla.

I would have liked it even if you hadn't bought my pr.nting.

wctually, the painting just sort of grew...it war not planned
to be anything 1ike that at all. 3ut whilst laying backsrounds
down I suddenly got ghe storm cloud effect and the whole picture
changed before my eyes and all of a sudden there Was this feminine
figure thers gesturing it back and it could be no one but Glinda.
Glinda is my second favorite, probably, of:  all Oz characters,
second only to the Scarecrow. 1'm well aware that there are
inaccuracies. While &an Oz fan I am not an Ozophile, but which
read I enjoy the series and am an ardent plugger of same but do
not own a complete set and am pretity ignorant on some >f the
intricacies of the 3aum creations. I own several volumes, in-
cluding the non-0z MaGICaL MONALKCH OF MO...the Gardner study, and
have even done & Naster's paper, quite tiny and blithery, on Baum
and Oz. But I'm guite ready to concede my noviceness. [Hey, you
wouldn't consider serding that paper to me or Justin Schiller for
publication, would you?—RB]
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from HeRRY WARNER,
423 Summit avenue,

September 24,

1:m sorry that I
more promptly.
quite extensive
how much faniliarity has t
manmade and hatural ohJject

Vv own reaction to a
jt1e one inal I've seen a
liwed with. I find compl:tisg
travire elmost completely
thom
be cnngra’
Th: other day I wa
{8t the air was
were so distinct
» You ien vaalb
he asked. %%

scene

s1laied for actual
s out in an
excepl

i nkhtman would fecl

3
3 P
& [S3eRe] )‘511

he wo
papaer
400 pages Or mo
the British rep
14¢ or 2if, our price.
increased Ppr
because the cost of paper
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Costume ball Jjudging: I have never in all my years in fandom
heard of a costume bzll whare everyone wes pleased with the judg-
ing, and I never expect to hear of one. Tt must take guts to be
a costume judge! If I rememuer corrently, the committee mede it
very clear that we did not waont a group prize awarded, SO Ella
Parker made no mistake. If & mistake was made, it was by the
Seacon Committee. However, T dontt raegret 1t partic:larly.

dear Ruth, you il do it YOUR way! [Fair
enough...failr erough!? Blinor, n=no! You wouldn't make me nut on
/ a voeu? The Secict sasters of Fandom
cy? Would they?—F3]

frem TERD GaLVIN, 24/9/€%
540 wlgonguin, St. Taul 172, Minnesota

N

Tt mmst be in "Ercken Sword! that Poul anderson cxplains
away the magic of the leves, since I read the book version of
"3 Hearts & % Lion" and don't rocal 1 any explanation. [Yes, 1t
was in the preface 1O Sword—<RB]. On the contrary, I got the
impression that the clvos got thelr powers from the Demons of
Hell.

411 that posticizing on page 3 is provoked Dby MINNESOTLY
THIS Minnesota? idnswept slvien lines? Flatonic idecls 1in a
Plztonic heaven? Golcen mornings that locok like lete svmrmer
afternoon light, fsrmenhed, and mixed with noney®?? You qight
nzil

as well have described the Gobi descrt, or the wilide of ooazid,
for all I recognized in your description as being anyn. c I
hewe ever lived in. [Jell, you live in 8t. Pavl. I I uszed

hyperbclic description, in pert—nRB]  You correctly pointad out
that our wirters oare cnld as Hell, [?—TIB] the summer:s & i fye
tolerable, and the spring tends to ke fairly unpieasant. How -
ever, we usually get o few nice days in “he fall, and vo're got-
ting them right now. These last few Cays haves teen Just about
perfect, exoaph when 1it's rained. Tempsraiures 1n the 400,

50s, and €0s, patcn:s of blue inr the sky, leaves still green,
ard the flowers till in hloom.

I've acguired a copy of whet I believe to be the fivsy
science fiction megazine I ever read : the Summelr, 1946 isczue of
startling stories, featuring "The Dark dJorld" by Henry Kuttner.
wEdward Bond enters a twin universe of black sorcery, where his
evil replica, Ganelon, fights for a kingdom of slaves, infinite
power, ~nd two alluring women—«rles and lMedea!" The Bergey cover
ig a variation of the usual fem-bem=-bum cover: instead of ths guy
protecting the girl by fighting off a bem witl: his raygun, the
bems are protecting the guy against the girl. I also sent for an
0ld Capt. Marvel comic boo<, at some absurd price, and as luck
would have it, it turned out to be the lssue with that atomi-
gedden story, #Captain Marvel Battles the Dread atomic War!"
October, 1946, No. 66. This issue also has the first Jon Jarl
story.




from DICK MnETIN, October 5, 3961
5% ®agt RPurton Place, Chicage 10, Illinois

I think you're right cbout the shortcomings of TO PLE&SE .
CHILD=2t lecet, so far as the lack of index and checklists are
concernad ., llacFall want=d hoth, tutl Reillm & Lee decidsd ©0
sacrifice them in order to getb the buok out in time for thecir
Fall list ard to save money. I think you were & litt::. hnard on
_McF., though, in your comment that the 'novelizing! moie tie

facts seem contrived——as a matter of fact, the 'file cabiret!
exrlanation of the origin of the word Oz is correct; both Frank
J. 2nd Harry Baum declare that's how it came aXout. I tiink
far *too much credence is given to, Jock Smow. Fe wasz &ie masier
s-.raricator of Ozlian knov iedge: the "ohs and ahs" business ns
rouotes! in WHCBS WHO 1c L.is cwn invention.[like th» whitc -
K..oontf-——x21 Veour report ol jour wanderings provess yiu coversd

. OV

2.1 % of Ltorritory in thcez f.W Aays-—no worder you fell asles)

1vive npack to Chicago!

M
ovov e ar

-
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